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LEGISLATORS VOW TO FIGHT STELLY POSTPONEMENT
Forty-seven members of the House of Representatives signed on today to fight the postponement of the Stelly Tax Repeal, adopting the following statement.

"Recently, the Senate Revenue & Fiscal Affairs Committee passed Senate Bill 335 which seeks to postpone the Stelly Tax Repeal until 2012.  This postponement, in effect, increases taxes on Louisiana citizens for tax years 2009, 2010, and 2011.  This legislation will amount to a $118 million per year state income tax increase on middle class Louisiana citizens.  In this time of recession, we will not support legislation to increase income taxes on working families. 

"Higher education is the backbone of our great state and our economy is dependent on educating our workforce.  We have increased spending for higher education by $400 million over the last four years.  Since 2004, enrollment has dropped by 6,274 students but over the last three years,  higher education employees have increased by twelve percent.  The version of the budget passed by the House contains a four percent cut in the total means of financing of higher education over last year.

"The number of Louisiana's government employees exceeds the Southern average by 13,968, excluding hospital staff.  This costs Louisiana taxpayers approximately $700 million per year.  Further, during the last 10 years, state general fund spending has increased by 63 percent, while the state population has not increased.

"It's time to take a stand for the people of Louisiana.  As members of the Louisiana House of Representatives, we have an obligation to the citizens we serve to stand for responsible and accountable government.  As fiscal conservatives, we have an obligation to fight for a smaller, more efficient government and lower taxes.


(more)

add one - Stelly Postponement

"We, the representatives listed below, stand hand-in-hand with Governor Jindal.  We will do everything we can to block this legislation and prevent Louisiana families from being burdened with more taxes.  Together we say "no" to the big government and wasteful spending policies of Louisiana's past and "yes" to new ideas for growing our economy and keeping our word on lower taxes for Louisiana families."

Taylor Barras




Eddie Lambert

Richard Burford



H. Bernard LeBas

Henry Burns




Anthony Ligi

Tim Burns




Sam Little

Thomas Carmody



Joe Lopinto

Steve Carter




Nickie Monica

Simone Champagne



Jim Morris

Billy Chandler




Rickey Nowlin

Patrick Connick



J. Kevin Pearson

Page Cortez




Jonathan Perry

Greg Cromer




Eriich Ponti

Noble Ellington



J. Rogers Pope

Franklin Foil




Steve Pugh

Brett Geymann



Clif Richardson

Johnny Guinn




Joel Robideaux

Joe Harrison




John Schroder

Lowell C. Hazel



Scott Simon

Cameron Henry



Mert Smiley

Frank Hoffman




Jane Smith

Frank Howard




Kirk Talbot

Kay Katz




Ricky Templet

Chuck Kleckley



Wayne Waddell

John LaBruzzo




Thomas Willmott

Hunter Greene
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MORE REPS SIGN ON TO OPPOSE


STELLY POSTPONEMENT
Additional House members signed on today, vowing to fight postponement of the Stelly Tax Repeal (Senate Bill 335).

State Rep. John Schroder, one of the authors of the letter, said, "We have had an overwhelming response to the letter we distributed on Wednesday.  Since that time, members we did not have an opportunity to talk to initially have come to Rep. Talbot and me asking that they be added in support of the letter.  I am very encouraged  and believe we have an excellent chance to stop this tax increase on middle class Louisiana families."

With the eight additional members signing on today, the total number voicing opposition stands at 55, more than enough to kill the measure on the House floor.  Additionally, 12 of the 18 members of the House Ways and Means Committee, the committee with jurisdiction over this legislation, also oppose Senate Bill 335. 

Members adding their support of the letter and their opposition to postponement of the repeal today are listed below.

James Armes




Dee Richard



Bobby Badon




Major Thibaut

Michael Danahay



Mack "Bodie" White

Nancy Landry




Ernest Wooton
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